t Teachers have spoken of 
of self-knowledge, which 
stood as a knowledge of 
is we are. What H. P. Blavatsky, 
founder, called Soul-Wisdom 
d only by that means, not 
of books. We may read 
rine and quote from it 
it we will never grasp the 
fw is said without first 
g ourselves. 
‘Which we exercise is formed 
s thinking and reaction. That 
‘mind is different from mine. 
ng in the beginning and 
t. In the beginning, 
cess Was Started, it was just 
in the literal sense, as is 
‘baby. Consciousness, as 
thought, consists in the 
e impressions, and to 
forming memory. All 
and the memory remain 
field or enclosure, which 
regarded as constituting the 
the particular person. All 
A take place in the 
ousness are kept within 
some of the changes are 
‘modified by the further 
mind. One might call 
body of consciousness, 
in which knowledge is 


nts of this consciousness 
ved or shed. They are all 
death by the mechanism of 
€e the basis on which all 
and memories rest dis- 
3ut the change which takes 
death can be brought about 
‘in a condition of yoga. When 
usness is empty of its contents, 
ins is like a capsule. We can 
takes place after death by 
nature. If by studying our- 
ply enough by a process of 
ent from all experience and all 
cause experience, then we can 
find out what is the kind of 
that is likely to take place after 
f ere i Ten sages have done 
that, they have accomplished 
can also be Besoraplicbod by ourselves 

provided we make necessary effo; i 
entity of pure 
of any objectis or 
regarded as the 
wing. It can know what 
but when it is 
ity of knowin. 
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The True Nature of Man 


(Extracts from a Lecture to the European Congress) 
iby N. Sri RaM 


affected, free and pure it is. The con- 
sciousness of man extends sufficiently to 
embrace many objects and it is sensitive 
at each point in this extension. Just as 
life is a unique and extraordinary kind of 
energy, so consciousness in its pure nature 
is an extraordinary kind of substance. 
When consciousness is not conscious of 
something before it it is formless, a 
potentiality, but face to face with various 
objects it assumes extension and becomes 
like a substance. 


Now we may think of this substance as 
having not merely a surface which reflects, 
but also as having depth, which as sub- 
jective feeling or dimension. If one is 
deeply moved that shows that the depth 
is in one’s own consciousness. We cannot 
say how deep that response may be, but 
theoretically it can penetrate to an ulti- 
mate, which may be called the ground 
of our being, or life at the very base. 

If there is this dimension of depth in 
the individual consciousness, can there 
not be action from that depth? When 
there is such voluntary action initiated 
from within, then we experience some- 
thing very different from the ordinary 
experiences of life. This action which is 
wholly free and comes from deep within 
is surely love and joy, and it is in this 
that the beauty of the soul consists. 


The fact that each one is an individu- 
ality constitutes a certain limitation, 
which is really a specialization. All the 
Adepts, the Masters, the great spiritual 
Teachers are Individualities, who live and 
exist in freedom, but one Adept differs 
from another, in expression, in thought, 
in action and so forth. The beauty that 
He manifests, the influence that radiates 
from Him is something unique. Each one 
is incomparable in the sense that He 
cannot be compared with another. 


There is also a field of uniqueness in 
every human being, but the seed is buried 
in the hard soil of our nature, De- 
conditioning means an awakening to the 
whole process of conditioning, One has 
become aware of what takes place within 
oneself, how one becomes attached to 
this or that, how egotistic one is in one’s 
thinking and ways, One becomes aware 
of everything that is wrong either in the 
field of thinking or of action, 


In that condition what acts is the ae 
intelligence and the love that radiates 
from that unsullied being, The intelli- 
gence acts according to circumstances and 
conditions, but all its action is charac» 
ove, Both love and 

state of sensitivity i 
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ised in ple’s minds. They 
e rl Etica, platitudes, They cease 
tive forces which can change 
lives and they become mere 
counters which can con- 
be used in discourse. 
e not a tendency for members 
the Society’s first object in that 
“take it as read”? We say, in 
“Yes, of course, we all try to be 
otherly.” And indeed, after our fashion, 
We do. A high proportion of our mem- 
are really nice people who are kind 
helpful not only to one another but 
ù anybody. But one wonders whether it 
is sufficiently appreciated that there is no 
field of human experience in which the 
Matent” and the “unexplained” lie 
more deep and rich, waiting to be dis- 
covered at every turn, than the field of 
that we call brotherhood. 
In various ways the world at large is 
aking up the brotherhood idea. Groups, 
churches, industrial undertakings, whole 
communities, are amalgamating with one 
nother, But the terms on which such 
malgamations are contrived often fall 
omehow short of what we might feel to 
be real brotherhood; for the notion of 
ity is inextricably mixed up in 
nds with the notion of uniformity, Far 
re than we care to admit, our idea of 
rotherhood is that other people 
me like ourselves, and therefore 


a 


Z 


of it as being brought about by compromise tbe | 
ng out diflerences. Time has shown a peodlom wall 
hat Merely to suppress those who ditler im a relatively small 
m us does not bring brotherhood about. or Duafermbec 
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OM promises and common 
our proposed unity on 
ro has latterly been a 
a unity; and, admiral 

amnor help 
OW started at the w 
in such an ont 
brotherhood iš 
theology or look for a “` 
it stop ought to be a 
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& brotherhood of shared or 

opinion, Indeed it posi- 
this. Instead it invites us to 
herhood through the more 
: acceptance of the otherness 
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(Continued on page 4, column 4) 
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om he Meets, often in some 
“Casual way, at the appropriate 
there may be many in whom a 
uls could start the senreh, And 
p umerable young people who 
ly conscious of a spiritual need 


cussions, or the publica- 
and books — the latter 
term value—or advertisc- 
fe keen Theosophists who 
' advertising, ns 
usiniess, would bring 
ers to the Society. 
Od is 10o present 
ih sell so alluringly 
mers fre attracted and 
s {o have it. This soon 
aint it. For those with 


a them- that 
“want is a real 


iol properly do 
coiopliy is nol 
ars, refrigerators 


7 ee i 
o appeal to the 
it ae all too 
ctively. The things of 
ain to one’s inner being, 
ality, where advertising 
make no impact, It is not 
t to attract, then to create a 
finally to turn that desire into 
spiritual matters. 
h man everywhere is in dire need 
deas and ideals of ae a if 
clear that most people do not 
nally want it. They are unwilling to 
nine truths that would cause them to 
nge their way of living. They do not 
Hanan be spiritually awakened because 
Bots uld make life too uncomfortable for 
them, Also, their materialistic condition- 
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‘| soon be as 
members) 
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during the Congres = . 

to Necling thom apee =e == © 
pthers during my ter of == 

T Purther reports of the C= = 
‘appour in our next issue, 


> | MADiLIING Lisi- 
ba w a y Address At The Congross 
i Wyss 
a -» om wom > the methods of work and the smem 
a b A sow Adhored, in whatever way ond in ete 
~~ wei to Over sphere they were trento; Peery 
© we anov Where the emphasis was on solflessmers. 
es a making [Service and lovo for all beings, This seeme 
= © us alone, (0 Me to be the most important thing we 
ooweree er ale that it is have to give as a society, as groups and 
oe for owe lo awaken spiril AS individual members, Various forms 


aid methods may conceal these qualities 


oes ii Olhers Mirough our goniaci 
somewhat, May move them into the back- 


wilh them, to make the stream fiow in 


(hen). ground, but they must We the impelling 
During the study-group werk, many forces in every sphere, Morality as it was 
ways and menns were trented which proclaimed in earlier tines is no longer 


wight serve this purpose, But those were valid today, but a myner morality should 
only suggestions; the real work must be gain in importance, It is up to each one 
done by every single one of us, The insk Of us to prove by his attitude that he has 
of a Congress lies among other things, in pees aimaelf to that higher morality; 
giving each member attending ehoupn Efforts to do go are not Ineking, and 
spiritual material to enable him to digest We hive some benutiful examples. The 
in his daily life that whieh corresponds Ba to which I am referring rests 
fo his temperament, that whieh he cin on an inner law, It is the expression of 
incorporate into his life and whieh will an attitude, a truth, which is nourished 
make him and his surroundings happy. by the inner divine streams, The lind 
To tread the path that lends inward which we have to cultivate, in the broadest 
and still remain in the world is one of sense of the word, is a fertile one, fertilized 
the most dificult things for a Material Dy much suffering, blood and horror. Let 
world to understand, Do we ourselves us do all in our power to ensure it may 
find it easy to adopt a new way of think- produce a harvest of joy, pence and 
ing? Our attempts to change our thought faiyoinens for all beings. 
offen go in the wrong directio. We iry t only remains for me to thank again 
to do so with our will. We think that with all (hose who helped ine during my term 
the help of the will we shall have our of office. Let me convey also, the thanks 
personality better under control That of all of us to the French section for its 
may be trie to a certain extent, Dut we hospitality and to those French members 
tend too much to adopt a fighting spiri who did so much to make this Congress 
which can lead to unnatural stifness, If 9 success, 
we wish to develop our inner divine T wish my successor happiness and 
ualities or capacities and use [Hen fog Towel success in her work as Chainnan: 
the good of others, this task should bé@ I am sure you will all support ler as you 
undertaken with much dove. We can) did me. 
better govern our personality with kindlie 
ness and a certain benevolence than witl 
an aggressive will which drives it to T 
sist and only strengthens it in an Un 
desirable manner. Sinve it is part of our 
selves, we must understand it and puti 
carefully in the place where it belon 


REPORT ON 
THE 27th CONGRESS 


Aboul 400 members from all over Burope 
gathered together in the beautiful hend- 
$ quarters of {le French Section to discuss 
The more elfectivé course scens to and discover something more about 
to rise above our shortcomings calmly) Mans Inner Resources, the keynote of 
and to live in an atmosphere of harmony tjie Congress. We were greatly inspired 


and inner peace, Thus these shoricomiMgs” by the President's main lecture, which is 
will lose their influence. They will no 


pi ront page, and by hi 
longer be sirengthened through an attend TTN fis well A 
tion which they do not deserve. We mist 4 


* his profound answers to questions, 
learn to control oursolves at all Jevels IM | ectures by other speakers will be pub- 
order to be able to act impersonally, solt 


lossiy, Only thon will it be possibic AA "Ne outstanding. feuture of the Con- 
us in alizacy she sattention Pe our SUNE gress woro the fourteen Work Groups in 
a a ss cian Ma E ae 
MIDS of knows und and bro 

their thought in a similar direction, — date RAAY, flolds, all of e nich et us 
3 con ibe. ites ae symposia le to sone He neod ior freater service, 
pA, We | #  yrenler Know , and n greater expan- 

cortain line to which all the contributions iat of Jove ani spirituality. : 
= A short notice about the moeting of 
ihe Theosophical Order of Service appears 
on page 3, 
 Buropean Council Meeting, a 
of £100 was getierously allovated 
opliy in Action, as printing costs 
Bee A aone atic ses 
iaid a paper, 
that in some places it 
nany hands, In such eases, 
ù to order more than 


of an organization with spiritual nini 
So we come back to our first poit 
How do we make Theosophy known and 
aliract e to it? Another razor e 
This unique panting of supre 
it be made available so that 
Air e those ripe for th 
publicity musi have due cp 
Not a few Theosopi 


| can maintain amid 
e world or the difoulti 
suinslances is the most pe 
mt’ there is, Here f 
} us What has been cul 
+ sweel fragrance of a holy life’ | 
Mwaya has acted, as a powi 
nel to draw those in whom spi 
nper is nning to be fell, If we c 
make ourselves such magnets we siu 
eae il the inerease | 
rship, 
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The Power Behind the m 
Recent revelations 
aspects of the foreign pi 
States have shocked 
huve acceplud nt face 
ations that it was dictated b © 
benefit other nations or te 
‘frae world.’ Alas, no nation» 
framed on such lines, National 
where are guided, and with rar 
tions always have been, by self 
This has at times been motiga by 
and even idenlistic considerations 
indeed this aspoct has been em 
to galii popular support. 
he shock comes When in any nator © 
is discovered tint moral reasons are mer 
preie and that ruthless use of force 

\as no redeeming feature, For years it 
hns been snid thuk the Pentagon exercised 
too much influence on foreign affairs and 
indeed allegations have been made that ‘ 
it kept the President in Ignorance of cer t 
tain mutters. There has also boen the 
quesilon whether international finanse 
has not pliyed a big part. One cannot but 
recall the std German General Staff which 
constituted itself. a permanent body 
powerfully affecting l0ng-ferm policy. 
until it owed itself to be destroyed by 
Hitler, Where such an organization exists 
in a nation, it becumes a non-human 
military machine, impersonal, purely 
tah olon that runs away with the 
Wan. 

Aro there any other examples of this 
coli, calculating pitiless power? Few 
poople could answer that question. But 
we do know that many governments 
behave inhumanly and utterly without 
compassion in pursuing their own 
interests, There have been examples 
modern times in South America a 
Africa and there is the present situation 
in East Pakistan of what Robert Bums 
called ‘man's inhumanity to man, There 
is also the daily record of brutal violence 
in most communities of men, One 
the Jong view of evolution that 
gives and then infinite faith in the doctrine 
of human pagea pllity and of man’s 
notential divinity, in order to keep hope 
Pnt and confident. Yet it remains trac 
that, in due course, a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump. 


mirol of World Finance 

A report on the effects of the * Euro- 

ar Market’ was recently presented to 
the Council of Europe. This is the Inter- 
national money market that has grown up — 
i Europe in the past decade. Tt has 
facilitated the expansion of world trade 
and investment and helped to provide 
flexibility in the international monetary 
system.’ But it has also been used ‘for 
peculative movements of capital” Thus . 
Al 
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hile the Burodollar Market has helped 
xpand world trade, ‘the fact remains that 
sun of 50,000 million dollars circulate 
i, and circulating rapidly, beyond 
‘governmental control, can potenuany diss 
pt the Monetary system in any country A 
of the world. There is only one solution: 
ernational control,’ Here is another 
blem for which the solution — 
‘orld, 
Common Market 
t last a note beyond mere material 
Vantage or disadvantage has been 
stick in the Common Market nego- 
~ (Continued on page 4, column 4) 
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of his true nature, ‘Thou hast made us 
for Thyself,’ This implies that human con- 
sciousness has been designed for the 
precise purpose of registering universal 
truth, beauty and goodness with clarity 
and intention, In the individual mind, the 
larger and universal mind can be mirrored 
without too great distortion, Through 
C clually it is part human individuals, when the distortion 
he strut about as an are minimized, universals can be reflected 
m an organizer, because and so known by the particularized Sel 
$ sense of individuality, The individual entity misses the point 
‘Soparateness becomes when it tries to reduce a universal truth 
‘frustrating condition to the pea-sized fragment that it canm live 
$s and insecurily, in wholly digest within the personal con- sop 
Meiesrevension, This sciousness, Rather—by brooding, by cogi- (Me 
‘al of the outward path tation or meditation upon matters that mof 
sss of Egypt to which lie, ultimately, beyond its clear personal 
Ai to seek the priceless comprehension, and at the same time 
visdom in the Gnostic using in its more disciplined life the bits 
igal Son.’ that are assimilable — the human con- 
a powerful organ of sciousness may gradually be transformed 
Sion, the next step is io into a true ‘likeness’ ol its Parent, very, 
organ is meaningless unless it very gradually growing in simplicity, in 
fh expression of the universal the power to distinguish between tempor- 
Hh it is imbued, through the ary and essential values, in the capacity 
ith i5 come into being,and for reverence as well as for Self-direction, 
“which it is primarily Thus the two-fold exercises, discipline 
made us for Thyself for the outer self, attention “food” for 
restless till it finds the inner, help bewildered man to perceive founded 
Objectively that which is transient, and tọ Serviti 
he koam, the insoluble use as matter — as Not-Self — the whole aflef 
iper Within each of us, phenomenal world. Bul such detachment, mad 
Sontact freely, merge lest il become merely negative, is to be 
al Essence of Which balanced by more intense aspiration 
even if we cannot towards spiritual wisdom, And this, in 
p. turn, inevitably leads to deeper acceptance \ 
he exiled Prince will go ofthe fundamental unity, physical, social not be 
“in the poem, he listens and ideal, of all that lives, they had 
fS Sent him from the King Now activity shared with others helps ticular issue 
is indeed embedded in the evolution of the spiritual nature of Since il ¥ 
fms, weighted down with the man enormously, and our Theosophical 5 rt 
of his material life, To Lodges are an essential part of the 
$ nol mean that he must Theosophical life for just this reason, as 
but that he musi find our early literature testifies. Brotherly 
m off. contacts are a means of expressing ja on 
old, very old. li is not spiritual unity, and chosen studies at it 
es, nor to be mel by followed together in groups invok iff in many 
of modern psveho- aspects of the common mind, if they are 4 
rellection of Asian conducted in friendly understanding. This 
om. Nor can it be is true also of ritual work, impersonally “of and embrat 
modern spiritual and conducted, and of any common work “Work for the comit 
5’ however en- together. and music therapy. 
Again the koan appears, Only as the “ful work is done 
individual works honestly, thoroughly, “poor lepers, and ` 
i upon himself to remodel and direct his “Where there would be none. ; 
ily or in intellec- highly individualized bodies can the 7 Whilst one realises ” hat all this 3 
~ are also Universal take possession of him and Mis but a drop in the ocean, — 
een devised remake those bodies to respond to its “another aspect quite si 
iman conscious- deeper and wider life, And only as the doing of good works” 
“itself from its individual is willing and able to lose his MILO.S, have a rather u 
; life in the larger measure of universal Samd attitude to the 
goodwill and compassion, and melt his Mhuman and otherwis 
mind into the larger pattern of the Great “oflen possible to shar 
Plan, will his highly individualized men- [More orthodox beliefs, T 
tality and feelings become submissive to they may be, There is 
the spiritual will. d for a medium h igh whi 
We are fortunate in the Theosophical y come together and expr 
movement to have at hand all the ingre- sen 
ing se 
find it and of impersonal n ty 
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E: Facts from the Annual Report of the 
osophical Society in Europe 1970/71 


important event in 1970/71 was 
meeting of the European 
€ It took place in August, 1970, 
St. Andrew’s, Scotland, during the 
ish Regional Summer School. The 
Sections, etc., were represented 

C General Secretaries or proxies 
Some cases, delegates: England, 
the Netherlands, France, Ger 
Switzerland, Belgium, 

Norway, Denmark, Ireland, 
Wales, Jugoslavia, Northern 

d and the Young Theosophists. 

stings of the European Executive 
ee and of the Britsh and 
n-speaking Regional Committee 
took place during the Summer 
ool in St. Andrew's. The Executive 
mmitiee further met in Paris in Febru- 
1971, and the Pays Latins Regiona! 

ï in August in Aussois. The 
Committee, consisting of the 

man, the Vice-Chairman, the 
General Secretary of Switzerland and two 
representatives of the Young Theo- 
sophists, also met during the St. Andrew’s 
Summer School. Guest speakers were Mr. 
James S. Perkins, Vice-President of the 
Society, and Mrs. Kathrine Perkins, which 
added to the international atmosphere of 
‘the gathering. Mr. and Mrs. G. Barborka 
‘were also present. The standard of lec- 

tures, work groups, etc., was very high, 

Mr. and Mrs. Perkins also lectured at 
he German Section Summer School in 
edt, the Scandinavian Summer School 

amel Praestegaard, the Pays Latins 
School in Aussois and the Inter- 

Week in Huizen. They spoke to 

in several towns in Switzerland. 

d Austria. Since Mr. and Mrs. 

lived until recently in Adyar, 

brought to our gatherings—as did 
sident the year before—something 

phere of our international 

At the end of March, 1971, 

‘obliged to leave India un- 

for two years to avoid 

Indian taxation, (They had 

ly been misinformed about 
pulations). They left for Aus- 

w Zealand, where they are 

re active in the work of those 


mmer Schools were held in 
Holland and Austria— 

the Summer School of the 

4 Region. 

Theosophists chose Yugo- 
annual gathering. The 
fs received the young 

ben arms and did all they 

the camp a success. 
news of various national 


abrian epdtcape. N rq 
as usual, from all over Italy 
Milan, Turin, Rome, Naples, 
— and the whole Conyention 


pln Many 


Mr. 


in a very lively and friendiy 
very enthusiastic ‘work within our 


Å held in en orderly manner, present.d 


the lack of reports from the diffe! 


sections and is always glad 
T.O.S. representatives, ell 


“aaa Fjellander 

sible for a Round Table i 

a... sunat By and Mrs, 

son visited the 

they held lectures, oe ‘e 

week courses, which proved 

and helpful, in Copenha 

Huizen. 

Mrs. Rukmini Devi. 

visited Huizen and Eng 

and will take part in 

Lecturers were exchanged betwe 
different sections in Europe—a yi 
ful activity. The Vice~Chai 
Norbert Lauppert, was guest | 

the Swiss Convention in Basle, 
visited some groups in Germany, 
Mrs. Leslie-Smith of England toured 
Scandinavian sections. ries essor 
Schmid of Germany was in Austria an' 
Yugoslavia. Dr, H. Sabetay toured vario! 
German lodges. Several lecturers fro!’ 
France visited Geneva, 

On the whole, one has the 
that good work is going on eve 
and, what is important, methods 
have been adapted to modern tin 
that, for example, group work is 
where preferred to long lectures. 
national events are being obse 
members and seen and understood 
as possible from a theosophical 
point, with the idea of acting in 
manner if action is called for. 

The Chairman presided at the 

onal Summer School in St. 

and tl ermar king | 
Summer School in Pichi, Austria. $ 
visited various lodges in Austri 


Germany and gave lectures. She touig 


the Swiss lodges and in May attended they 


Italian Convention in mentioned 
above, where she ture. She 
visited Paris twice. Since preparations fo 


Perugia 


the Congress take much time, she was 


obliged to travel less than usual. y 
Since this is my last report, I should 

like to thank most cordially my closesi 

helpers: Dr. Lauppert, the Vice-Cha 


man, who was always ready with his 
advice and active help; Miss Mary Ander 


son, without whose help I probably coul 
not have done the work at all; Mrs. Greta 
Eedle, to whom we are all indebted fo 
the editing of Theosophy in Action, am 
her helpers, particularly Mr. C. New, whi 
is in charge of mailing the magazime 
abroad, and Miss E. Deimel, who -over 
the British Isles. Perhaps I do not 


to mention specially that the cooperatiol 


with the Treasurer, Miss Ilse vof 
Tresckow, was at all times very hā 
monious—as it should always be betwee 
theosophists. I thank all of you, evem 
where in Europe, for your friendship am 
affection, which have made my term 
office a happy one. 

_ When I lock back on my activity d 
ing these three years, I realise that 
much has changed inside the Theosophié 
Society in >. When I was elected 
said that { wan’ find new paths, bul 
do not know whether I have succeeded 
doing so, But i haye everywhere obser 
the growing influence of new methods 
iety, Discussions 


as problems are treated in the light of t 


principles, younger and ol 
s work together in harmo 
fr the lectures of skil 


sakers pis talks are most apprecia 


sophical 
member: 


ndia. Requests for informati 
be addressed to him. 


ncise textbook on the monistic philo- 
sophy of Sankaracharya, both of great 


to students „of Hindu À 


a po work on the Path to Perfec- 
tion, giving the teachings of Advaita 
edanta in the form of mythological 
stories. The first part of the classic lexi- 

on of Amara with the South Indian com- 
mentaries and with an extensive English 
introduction is almost ready and will be 
released shortly. 

The air-conditioning equipment is be- 
ing installed in one of the MSS. rooms 
and it is hoped that it will soon start 
functioning. This has been possible due 
to a generous grant from the Ford Foun- 
dation in India—a gesture much appreci- 
ated, as this will greatly help in the 
preservation of the library's valuable 
MSS, and rare books. 


‘QUEST BOOKS 
_ QObtainable from T.P.H., London 
THe MATHEMATICS OF THE Cosmic MIND 
Gordon Plummer), £4.50, 
ing as a basis the vast system of 
ae err e 
Doctrine and applying the 
of ere h symbolism, the author 
ads the student towards his own dis- 
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our mental furniture, that 
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people at first seems 


